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of several very rich and desirable provinces. China,
therefore, must be kept weak, and one of the insuperable
objections to Yuan-shi-Kai from the Japanese point of
view was that he was himself a strong man, and had known
how to gather strong men around him and to hold the
country together. The events of the period from January
to June 1915, and of the past few months, are eloquent
evidence of how China can unite at a crisis to resist
Japanese aggression.

Professor lyenaga,1 who previous to writing his article
on " Japan in South Manchuria " was dispatched on a
mission to examine the conditions in Manchuria, says :

China belonged to the category of unknown quantities. To
find the true value of this unknown quantity was what taxed Japan's
brains most. Two ways naturally presented themselves for con-
sideration. In the first place there was the so-called " Awakening
of China/' The China-Japan War, the Boxer episode, and the
Russo-Japanese War undoubtedly shook China rudely from her
centuries-old lethargy. Through these agencies the national
consciousness came suddenly into being, manifesting itself in the
" rights-recovery" and constitutional movements. The Chinese
Government itself showed a disposition to set its house in order.
Some reforms were in fact initiated. For military purposes it was
declared that China would organize thirty-seven army divisions.
The late Minister of War, General Yin-Tchang, had in his pocket,
it was said, the plan of expanding these to seventy divisions.

Such a formidable military organization, if perfected and used
to wreak vengeance upon Japan for the humiliation of 1895 or
any other grudge China might have, would certainly be a terrible
menace to the Island Empire.

It was not, however, this forecast of China's strength that
specially troubled Japan. It was, on the contrary, the inherent
weakness of China that caused much apprehension on the part
of the Mikado's empire. Had China been strong, there would have
been no Manchurian question. Were she to become truly strong
the question would be simplified.

Exactly ! If China had been strong neither Japan nor
Russia could have grabbed Manchuria. Should she, in
the future become strong, she could recover Manchuria
from Russia and/or Japan. The Professor's argument
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